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Historic Highlands Church Installs Solar Panels
Denver, Colorado, October 4, 2011: Highlands United Methodist Church, at the corner of Osceola Street and West 32nd Avenue in northwest Denver, is now receiving electricity from solar panels installed on the roof of this historic building.  

“We are thrilled to be taking this step toward caring for God’s creation more faithfully by reducing our dependence on fossil fuels and supporting renewable energy,” explained Senior Pastor, Rev. Dr. Betty Bradford.  “This is a church that understands that we are called to be stewards of the earth and its natural resources, and this is just one of many ways we try to live that out.”

The congregation voted in November 2010 to approve the decision of the Board of Trustees to commit to a Power Purchase Agreement, in which Solterra replaces Xcel as the primary electricity utility, and a third-party investor pays for the costs of purchasing and installing the panels.  Because the church is a designated historic landmark, the placement of the panels had to take into consideration the aesthetic impact and visibility from West 32nd Avenue.
Matt Chiodini, Chair of Trustees, commented, “We’re pleased to be able to do our part for the environment without any up-front cost to the church. This is a win-win situation for all involved.”

The congregation’s commitment to “going green” goes far beyond the panels, however.  “In the past year, we had about a dozen people participate in a seven-week study called Green Church,” revealed Rev. Kerry Greenhill, Associate Pastor.  “Many of the folks who took part in that study went on to form a ‘Green Team,’ an ongoing group committed to raising awareness, providing information, and taking concrete action to help the church and the community do better at caring for the earth.”  
Some of the other activities include composting food scraps to nourish the church’s herb and vegetable garden, using real dishes instead of paper and plastic, organizing days for members to bring in difficult-to-recycle items, and educating the congregation about water issues.
“We want people to know that caring for creation, like every other part of the life of faith, requires intentional action,” said Rev. Greenhill.  “And that we can be more effective when we do it together as a community.”

ABOUT HIGHLANDS UMC – Highlands United Methodist Church is located at the corner of 32nd Ave and Osceola St.  The building is a historic landmark in the neighborhood, and has received two Colorado Historic Society restoration grants in the past three years.  The congregation has approximately 120 members, and its parking lot serves as the children’s area for the Highlands Street Fair each June.  Visit the church website at www.highlandsumc.com.  Or learn more about Reconciling Ministries Network at www.rmnetwork.org. 
